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yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt returns story 5 
This story is property of ©CCT Language 

Program and Okanogan Language 
Program Credits Aaron Carden, Elaine 
Emerson, Michele Seymour and Kenny 

Condon 
 

1 



• ki̓́kə̓m kstaʔmínaʔ pútiʔ smiʔnáp cʔitx, łaʔ‿ 
łəłka̓m kłciqqntm                                                  
It was almost spring. Bullfrog was still 
sleeping when weasel started digging him 
up.  

• łəłka̓m k̫̓ antís smiʔnáp, smiʔnáp axáʔ 
xn̓umts, x̫̌ uptwílx, kʷm̓ił                      
Weasel bit Bullfrog, it hurt Bullfrog bad he 
could do nothing. All of the sudden  

• ncə̓q̓úlaʔxʷ łəłk̓am, uł ƛ̓la̓l.̓  yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt 
tʕ̓apntís łəłka̓m tə‿ckʷinks, kʷis                                                                                           
weasel fell on the ground and was dead. 
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt had shot weasel with his bow, he 
picked up  
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• smiʔnáp uł cut, “way ̓kʷ‿iksknxi ́tmn isla̓́xť”. 
smiʔnáp ki̓km̓ sƛ̓lm̓iʔ, sic yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt 
nkʷniməlx                                                                                                                     
Bullfrog and said, “I will help you my 
friend”. Bullfrog was almost dead so 
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt sang their song,  

• txtn̓tis iʔ‿smiʔnáp. m̓ay̓łtís smiʔnáp stim̓ 
łaʔ‿xʔkinm                                                                 
He cared for Bullfrog. He started telling 
Bullfrog what had happened to him  

• łaʔ‿ccʔítx. kʷ‿xʷuy kl̓‿snʔistkntət uł ikl̓íʔ 
ti̓xʷlm                                                              
while Bullfrog was sleeping.  “We went to 
our winter camp and there was different  
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• sqilxʷ ilíʔ kaʔkícsəlx  kʷkʷri̓sxn, 
nci̓́qlaʔxʷsəlx. snqsilxʷtət tytyáq ̓ʷtəlx, 
naxm̌ł                                                   
people there, they found gold, they was 
mining. Our people fought against them 
but 

• əcxʷuy solca̓́s uł kʷ‿kiln̓tm kʷu‿ əcxʷúystm 
uł kʷu‿cuntm aláʔ mi‿kʷu‿ cwix.                                                  
soldiers came and chased us away, they 
brought us here and said you will live 
here. 
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• tə‿niʕi̓́p, lut pn̓kin akswi ́km antmxʷúlaʔxʷ, 
aksəcmypnwíłnm ʕapnáʔ iʔ‿cwcáwt                                                                                                             
forever, you will not see your land again, 
you will learn the modern ways.        

• inlʔíw səxʷk̫̓ úlłxʷm, way ̓kn xʷuy 
kl̓‿snm̓aʔm̓áya̓ʔtn, kʷu‿ kaʕílxsəs                     
my father went to work as a carpenter, I 
went to school,   they cut my hair,                                       

• lut inxm̌ínk iksk̫̓ ulm̓ iʔ‿cwcáwtsəlx. way ̓
ksm̓y̓pnwíłnm tə‿sʔaʔúm, uł tə‿ sq̓əy̓míx,                                                                                                                                
I did not want to live their ways. I would 
learn to read and write,  
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• tə‿ka̓ʕʷm kl̓‿yasukrí, naxm̌ł lut 
iʔ‿ksnłiptmnm kʷ‿lə̓xťíw̓s                                                                         
to pray to Jesus Christ, but I never forgot 
you my friend.  

• axáʔ iʔ‿tawn kłcas, xʷʔit iʔ‿ststa ́łm  
iʔ‿sqilxʷ cnq̓law̓mílsəlx                                  
this town has a train, many ships and the 
people just want money,  

• lut syaʕpcín iʔ‿sqlaw̓ lut syʕapcín 
pqtqʷaylxʷtn, uł nłp̓min, uł q ̓əy̓mín                                                        
I have no use for money, I have no use for 
chalk boards, pens and paper.  
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• ksʔawtípntm iʔ‿xaʔxítət iʔ‿cwcáwtsəlx, n̓ín̓w̓iʔs 
łwintm axáʔ tmxʷúlaʔxʷ kʷ‿łə‿xə̌stwílx                                             
We will travel the old ways, we will leave this 
place when you heal.  

• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt txtn̓tis smiʔnáp xʷaʔskaʔcíw̓s, smiʔnáp 
taʔlí x ̌ʷupt                                                        
yəʕ̫̓ yáwt cared for Bullfrog many weeks, Bullfrog 
was very weak,  

• naxm̌ł k̓ʷck̫̓ actwílx. uł naqs cxʷpaxňm                                                                        
but he got stronger. And he stretched one arm  

• uł nixʷ iʔ‿naqs uł ixíʔ nkʷnim xʷxʷra̓aaaaak 
xʷxʷra̓aaak xʷra̓aakaʔ. yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt cut,                 
then another, and started to sing xʷxʷra̓aaaaak 
xʷxʷra̓aaak xʷra̓aakaʔ. yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt said,  
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• ʕapnáʔ kʷu‿ksxʷúyaʔx kl̓‿sk̫̓ ƛ̓ptán,                   
tə‿ kskaʔkícntm iʔ‿sqilxʷ, aʔ‿cnunxʷínaʔstəlx 
iʔ xaʔtústət iʔ‿cwcáwtsəlx                                          
Now we will go to the east to find people 
who believe in the old way̓”. 

• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt cut,”  kʷu‿nkawílx uł kʷu‿niʕak̓ʷ, 
lut                                                                  
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt said,” we will walk to the river 
and ride a boat across the river, we will not  

• pn̓kin kʷu‿łəłcxʷúyaʔx akl̓áʔ. sti̓kl̓m uł 
łaʔ‿kscxʷlxʷalts q̫̓ iłtms iʔ‿stətm̓tím̓s                                                              
come back to this place again.”  He took his 
food and things he needed to survive.  
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• suxʷxʷəlx. smiʔnáp ti̓lxʷs łə‿kskra̓ms.              
łaʔ‿ k̫̓ ʔantím tə‿łəłka̓́m                                                
They left. Bullfrog could not swim no more. 
When weasel bit him, it crippled him. He 
was  

• listqʷncút l‿ skćíkaʔxəns, kʔ̓m̓tíwaʔs               
iʔ‿ l‿ tkmsaxns yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt. yaʔyáʔxm̌ 
iʔ‿siwłkʷ                                                        
lame in the left leg, so he rode on 
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwts shoulder. He watched the water   

• łaʔ‿cnʔiʕák̫̓ əlx iʔ‿l‿saʕtítkʷ. iʔ‿sw ̓pcín 
sqltmixʷ ʔuclms iʔ‿stałm,                                                                                
when they crossed the river in a boat. A man 
with a beard paddled the boat.  
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• xštmamn,xə̌xǎt̓míntməlx, naxm̌ł nhaʔílsəs 
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt. iʔ‿sqltmixʷ cut, way ̓kn sámaʔ                                                                                                                                  
The man he told a lot of jokes, but he 
respected yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt. The man said,” I am 
a Frenchman,  

• ck̓in tə‿sqilxʷ tə‿anwí ? yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt cut, 
way ̓kn cq̓yú̓laʔxʷ iʔ‿l‿snaʕyckstx                                
what kind of Indian are you? yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt 
said” I am a tribal member of the Arrow 
Lakes, 

• kʷu‿kskaʔkícm iʔ‿tə‿síclaʔxʷ mł 
kʷu‿cwixx.                                                                       
We are going to find our new land to 
live”.  
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• iʔ‿sámaʔ cut”, caʔkʷ lut kʷ‿xʷuy kl̓‿sk̫̓ ƛ̓ptan,                                                                             
The Frenchman said,”. You should not go 
east,  

• caʔkʷ kʷ‿xʷuy kl̓‿iʔ‿swtimtk, way ̓kcniwsn 
asnqsílxʷ. xʷúyəlx  kl̓‿swtímtk kl̓‿uknaqín 
tmxʷúlaʔxʷ                                                                                      
you should go south. I have met your people 
they went south to the Okanogan country,  

• way ̓əcmístin n̓ín̓w̓iʔs akskaʔkícm iʔ‿ 
qʷamqʷmt tmxʷúlaʔxʷ ilíʔ,                                                      
I am sure you will find beautiful land there, 

• xʷuy kl̓‿sx̫̌ nitkʷ uł kʷintxʷ asnilíʔtn ilíʔ”.                                                                          
Go to Kettle Falls you will find a home 
there”.  
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• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt cut,” taʔlí kn limt, kʷ‿xšłtcaw̓t.” 
tixlxəlx kl̓aʔ‿nsq̫̓ ut                                               
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt said,” I am very Thankful, you are 
a nice person”. they arrived on the otherside 
of the river,  

• xǎqs iʔ‿sqltmixʷ tə‿łəłka̓míca̓ʔ iʔ‿st ̓ʕaps. nstils̓                                                                  
He paid the man with the hide from the 
weasel he shot. He thought, 

• “way ̓nunxʷínaʔmn iʔ‿sámaʔ, way ̓ kn 
ksxʷúyaʔx kl̓‿swtímtk, n̓ín̓w̓iʔs m̓ayx̓ítn łə‿ 
xʔkinm isnqsílxʷ”                                                                                                               
“I believe this Frenchman. I will go south, I 
will tell the story of what happened to my 
people”.  
 12 



 

• ixíʔ xʷúyəlx uł km̓ap, yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt wri̓slp̓m 
uł k̫̓ ulł̓xʷm, míłməlx                                                       
They traveled until it got dark yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt 
built a fire and made camp, they rested.  

• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt qiłt uł ʕacc̓̓s iʔ‿skʷkʷusnt, cus 
smiʔnáp, “ixíʔ iʔ‿tukʷíls.”                                    
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt woke up and looked at the 
stars and told Bullfrog, “That is the North 
star,  
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• ixíʔ iʔ‿snpaqłwíł, ixíʔ iʔ‿suʔqím, ixíʔ iʔ‿ 
ctił, ixíʔ iʔ‿kiʔlaw̓násqt̓ ilíʔ                                            
that is the milkyway, that is the moon, it 
is the first moon, the big dipper is there,  

• ʔac̓nt iʔ‿sp̓aʔx̫̌ áwlm.” ʔitx, smiʔnáp 
nkʷnim ki‿put npaqci ́n                                            
look the Northern Lights.” He fell a sleep, 
Bullfrog sang until it was right when 
daylight and dark meet.  

• xľap yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt wiʔnúmt uł cut, “ha kʷ‿ 
way̓̓ smiʔnáp.”                                                            
The next day yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt was ready and 
said,” are you ready Bullfrog?”  
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• pu ́tiʔ əcʔítx uł lut tə‿qiłt, sic yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt                                                        

k̫̓ l̓cncutx uł ʔiłn                                                          
He was still sleeping and would not wake up, so 
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt cooked breakfast and ate,  

• wiʔcín uł smiʔnáp cut, “ha kʷ‿way ̓sla̓xť?” ixíʔ 
xƛ̓̌xíƛ̓məlx łaʔ‿cmq̓ʷmaq̫̓ ,                                               
he was done eating and Bullfrog said, “Are you 
ready friend?” They traveled over the mountains  

• nxʷstitkʷəlx iʔ‿l‿ccwíxaʔ uł łaʔ‿cnpałálaʔxʷ, ixíʔ 
xǐ́lməlx naqsxə̌yáłnx̫̌                                                
through creeks, around ponds, they did this for 
one month.  

• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt nixlm̓s nƛ̓x̌cin iʔ‿l‿stkmasqt̓, ʕacc̓s̓ 
nwist uł wiks iʔ‿pyáʕ                                                  
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt heard a loud noise in the sky, he 
looked up and he saw a red tailed hawk,  
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• tu̓xʷtlwís pyaʕ uł nxʷawcínm pssssəəəw, 
psssəəəw, psəəw,                                                      
the hawk flew around in the sky and went 
pssssəəəw, psssəəəw, psəəw,  

• kʔamútət iʔ‿l‿tklxmíkstn,                                                                                            
he landed on a branch,  

• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt cut, “kʷ‿nixʷ naqs tə‿sumíx, 
n̓ín̓w̓iʔs ʔúmlaʔxʷn pyaʕ”. yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt  
nkʷnim,                                        
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt said,” You are another sumíx I 
will name this place pʕyaʔ”. yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt 
sang,  
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• pssssəəəw, psssəəəw, psəəw, uł cut, 
“kʷ‿isl̓áxť, way ̓kn‿səcƛ̓aʔƛ̓áʔmíxaʔx iʔ‿tə‿ 
snilíʔtn ʔúmsəlx                                    
pssssəəəw, psssəəəw, psəəw, and said, 
“my friend I am looking for a place called  

• sx̫̌ nitkʷ. isnqsílxʷ kl̓íʔ”. pyaʕ ctu̓xʷt iʔ ‿l‿ 
stkmasq̓t.                                                                   
Kettle Falls. My people are there. Red 
tailed hawk flew into the sky.           

• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt nʔucxs, yayáx̌aʔs iʔ‿stkmasq̓t 
uł wiks txʷaʔxʷʔít iʔ‿skəkáʕkaʔ,             
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt followed him. He watched the 
sky and saw many birds, 
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• cx̓ǐł qʷʕásqiʔ, xǎʔx̌áʔ, pəqlqín, snínaʔ, tə̓xʷ 
yútləxʷ.                                                            
like Blue Jay, Crow, Bald eagle, Horned 
Owl, Crane, Chickadee even Raven.  

• k̫̓ ilk̓ iʔ‿l‿kł̓xə̌sínk ałíʔ cʕacs̓ts 
iʔ‿skəkáʕkaʔ, cut, níkxnaʔ way ̓kn 
x̌ʷuptíls,                                                
He fell down hill because he was watching 
the birds, he said,” omg I feel clumsy  
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• way ̓caʔkʷ kn kə̓k̓líʔst kn łaʔ‿xʷuyx”.           
sic ʔawtípiʔs pyáʕ                                                            
I better watch where I am going”. So he 
followed Red Tailed Hawk  

• nax̌mł wiks iʔ‿nqəqlxʷáqaʔs uł ikl̓íʔ 
nkxam,                                                                        
but he saw trails and followed them,  

• yáʕpəlx iʔ‿kl̓‿sx̌ʷnitkʷ lut əkłsqílxʷ ilíʔ                                                                                  
they came to Kettle Falls there was no 
people there, 
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• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt cut,” way ̓lkʷut kn ksxʷúyaʔx 
kl̓‿swtímtk,” ʔúmlaʔxʷs łaʔ‿cxʷylwísəs                                                  
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt said,” I will travel farther 
south,” he was naming places as he 
traveled  

• cx̓ǐł tə‿ kł̓sax̫̌ m, ncmútastəm, 
nməlm̓əlm̓ál, uł qə̓qə̓lápiyaʔ.                                                     
Like Cascade Falls, Below Kettle Falls, 
Sherman Creek, Lake Ellen, and Barnaby 
Creek.  

• yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt nq ̓aʔílsms, laʔkín iʔ‿ snqsilxʷs,                                                                                  
yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt had too many thoughts of 
where his people were,  
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• sic, k̫̓ ul̓m tə‿kʷilstn, tixʷm tə‿tikʷísxn, 
stkcxʷiłp, ʔastkʷ qʷilcn, uł mri̓mstn                                
so he would build a sweathouse, he 
gathered lava rocks, red willow, cedar 
boughs, and medicines.  

• smasqt̓ kʷilstnm. smiʔnáp ti̓‿nłqitkʷ                                                                    
He sweat for four days and nights, 
Bullfrog just laid in the water.   

• myał kʷilsxnm. yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt wiʔskʷílstnm, 
ʔiłn tə‿ sʕʷəsʕʷás uł x̫̌ aʕtx̫̌ t                                                              
the rocks was too hot. yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt finished 
sweating he ate grouse and duck.  
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• nixl̓ms cqʷaʔqʷʔál iʔ‿sqilxʷ, cyáʕpəlx kl̓‿ 
snpulx̓tns uł cútəlx,                                                         
he heard people talking they came to his 
camp and said,  

• “kʷu‿snaʕyckstx, wikntm aswri̓́slp ̓                                                                                                         
we are the lakes people, we saw your fire,  

• kʷu‿nstils̓ sc̓íkk̓l̓aʔxʷ”. npyils̓ yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt tə‿ 
kłnixlm̓s iʔ‿k̫̓ iƛ̓t aʔ‿cqʷaʔqʷʔál                                      
we thought it was a forest fire. yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt 
was happy to hear others talk.  

• miltməlx xľ t̓aqmásq̓t uł yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt cut, 
“smiʔnáp, way ̓kn mut aláʔ                                       
They visited for six days and yəʕ̫̓ pyáwt said,  
“Bullfrog I will stay here,  
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• stim̓ aksłxkístxʷ, smiʔnáp ʔuk ̓ʷt kl̓‿         
xixúwtm uł nqʷancís                                              
what do you want to do?” Bullfrog 
crawled to a young woman and sang to 
her.      

• iʔ‿xixúwtm cut,” way ̓kn ksxʷúyaʔx kl̓‿ 
snpʕʷílx                                                                     
The young woman said,” I am going to the 
San Poil.  

• ha anxm̌ínk kʷ‿akskxnám, way ̓inxm̌ínk 
caʔkʷ kn ksla̓x̌t”.                                                                                                      
Do you want to go with me I need a 
friend”.  
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• Vocabulary 
• ciqm- dig               xʷlxʷalt- life 
• k̫̓ ʔam- bit        kʷm̓ił- all of the     sudden 
• tʕ̓apntís- he shot  ckʷink- bow 
• m̓ys̓tís- tell story  sqilxʷ-  people 
• t ̓iyáqʷt - fight    sti̓kl̓m-food to survive 
• cxʷlxʷalt- live      sq̓əym̓ix- write 
• ka̓ʕʷm - pray      stałm- boat 
• sqlaw̓- money    p̓ʔax̌- heal 
• skaʔcíws- week or Sunday     
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• sk̫̓ ƛ̓ptan- East   
• kʔ̓m̓tíws- sit on something 
• ʔuclm- paddle     sw̓pcin-  beard 
• xə̌stmámn- funny person 
• sámaʔ- Frenchman 
   sqltmixʷ- man 
• qə̓yu̓́laʔxʷm - Tribal member allotted land 
• snaʕyckstx - Lakes people, Speckled white 

fish 
• kaʔkícm- find    
• swtímtk-  South 
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• snilíʔtn-  place of dwelling 
• nunxʷínaʔ- believe  
• skʷkʷúsnt-  stars 
• tukʷíls- North Star 
• suqʔ̓ím - Moon 
• sp̓aʔx̫̌ áw̓lm - Northern Lights 
• k̫̓ əlcncút -cook 
• snpʕʷílx - San Poil gray mist as far as one 

can see 
• xixúwtm- girl 
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