
smiʔnáp wiks iʔ‿stkm̓asqt̓ 
tkłmilxʷ                                                                           

Bullfrog sees the sky woman  
copy write Okanogan language program 

@2017 
Aaron Carden, Elaine Emerson, Kenny 
Condon, Michele Seymour and Margret 

Timentwa. 
 

1 



 

• xľap iʔ‿sta̓ʔkmíx uł smiʔnáp łwisəlx, pʕya.                                                                              
The next day the young woman and frog left, Kelly Hill.  

• nkaxm̓útiyaʔsəlx, iʔ‿sta̓ʔkmíx cus, way ̓nsúxʷnaʔ askʷísts smiʔnáp, 
naxm̌ł lut əksúxʷnaʔntxʷ iskʷísts, way ̓iskʷíst cilkstásq̓t.                                                                                     
They traveled by foot, the young woman said, I know your name is 
Bullfrog, but you don’t know my name, my name is cilkstásq̓t(Five 
Skies).  

• way ̓kn knqsltílaʔt. smiʔnáp km̓ax mut ikl̓íʔ sʔacx̌̓ kl̓‿swtímtk.                                              
I am an only child. Bullfrog just sat there looking towards the south.  

• iʔ‿skl̓axʷ cyaʕpəlx nilíʔtn sʔum ncmútaʔstn, cilkstásq̓t cus, 
ʔawspúlxntm akl̓áʔ kl̓axʷ.                                                                                                                       
That evening they arrived at a place called Sherman Creek, Five Skies 
said, we will camp here this evening.  

• ck̫̓ əlc̓ncuts ntytyix uł stx̓ałq  stx̓itkʷ(laq̓mín).                                                                       
She cooked salmon and huckleberry and bitterroot stew. 
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• smiʔnáp łtp̓mncutm kl̓‿cəcwíxaʔ uł ʔiłns tə‿xə̌xm̌ʕał uł ca̓ʕncn̓ put 
mqink.                                                                                    
Bullfrog jumped to the creek and he ate flies and grasshoppers until 
he was full.  

• alʔítxəlx ʔacqáʔs l‿yaʕcnítkʷ, sʔacx̓š iʔ‿skʷkʷusnt cilkstásq̓t ca̓q̓ʷm 
kl̓‿yaʕt iʔ‿skʷkʷusnt yaxǐ́….s skʷskʷistsəlx,                                                                                           
They slept outside on the ground, looking at the stars five stars 
pointed and said, all these stars have names,  

• kʷ‿iksʔúm ilíʔ  txʷuxʷuʔús, ilíʔ sp̓aʔxʷáwlm, aláʔ kiʔlaw̓násq̓t, axáʔ 
naqs km̓xayknásq̓t uł ixíʔ scə̓ca̓snt ʔumsəlx sp̓áq̓laʔ.                             
I will tell you them that is the Milky Way, there is the Northern 
lights, here is Big dipper, this one is km̓xayknásq̓t and all those 
Stars in a bunch are called.  

• smiʔnáp mʕaʔ, ʔítx uł ksx̫̌ aq̓ʷlqsm.                                                              
Bullfrog was uncomfortable; he fell asleep and started snoring.  
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• cilkstasqt̓ nkw̓pils̓, naxm̌ł nixʷ ʔitx, ʔatxilxəlx ntx̫̌ x̫̌ qinm xľap.                                                                                            
Five skies felt alone, but she too went to sleep, they slept until noon 
the next day. 

• cilkstasqt̓ nstils̓m kʷu‿ksk̫̓ ulw̓lm, kʷu‿kłʔuclm kl̓‿p̓up̓stn.                                                    
Five Skies thought we should build a canoe; we can travel down 
river all the way to Keller.  

• k̫̓ ulw̓lmsəlx iʔ‿tə‿qʷqʷłin̓ uł nʔuclməlx nʔax̫̌ cínməlx.                                                                             
They built a canoe made out of birch bark and they paddled down 
river.  

• smiʔnáp nʔamút xaʔtúswł iʔ‿ƛ̓ʔíʔi ƛ̓lm̓íst yaʕt sxľxʕ̌alt.                                                  
Bullfrog sat in front of the canoe, he didn’t move all day.  

• smiʔnáp nkw̓pilsms iʔ‿sxə̌snunts sla̓xť qaqxʷlx, nstil ̓s q̓sápiʔ 
ʔicəcknəlx‿l‿ti̓k̫̓ t,                                                                         
Bullfrog was missing his friend trout, he thought of long ago how 
they played on the lake,  

• uł nłx̫̌ p̓mitkʷəlx l‿siwłkʷ.                                                                                                                            
and dove into the water.  
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• kmix cilkstásqt̓ kʷnim , p̓ux̫̌ s iʔ‿siwłkʷ, uł ayxáxaʔ əcq̓it.                                             
All of the sudden Five Skies started singing a song, she blew water 
out of her mouth, and it soon began to rain.  

• cus, way ̓əccmistín ixiʔ kʷ‿nkw̓pils, xľitn iʔ‿sqi̓t əksci̓́w̓s 
aʔ‿spaʔpaʔsílx.                                                                                                                       
She said, I know that you are lonesome for somebody, so I called 
for the rain to wash away your sorrows.  

• smiʔnáp əcca̓ʕʷlxímn sqiltks l‿sqi̓tm ixíʔ snkʷnim nkʷnims, naxm̌ł 
lut k̓łnixl ̓s cilkstasqt̓                                                                                                              
Bullfrog started washing his body in the rain then he sang his song, 
but five skies could not hear it!  

• kłʔuclmsəlx kl̓‿ilíʔ l‿ntətm̓aʕykʷm, kcniw̓səlx sqilxʷ ilíʔ, q̓ʷliw̓tməlx 
tə‿stx̓ałq  xľap,                                                                                                                                    
they traveled by canoe to the place of old Inchelium, they met 
people there, they were gathering huckleberries the next day,  

• uł ixíʔ cilkstásqt̓ kʔ̓m̓tíwsəlx, łwis kʔaslásqt̓, łə‿łxʷúyaʔx kstx̓ałq, 
sx̫̌ usm uł łəx̫̌ lax̫̌ .                                                                                                                
so Five Skies went with them on horseback, she was gone for two 
days, when she returned she had huckleberries, foam berries and 
choke cherries.  
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• smiʔnáp strq̓mix l‿yaʕcín sla̓x̌t climt sla̓xť łcxʷuy.                                                                      
Bullfrog was dancing on the shore happy his friend had returned.  

• npkʷaməlx iʔ‿ƛ̓ʔiʔi naʔł sʔiłn, uł łnʔax̫̌ cínməlx.                                                         
They loaded the canoe with the food, and traveled downstream 
again.  

• kʷm̓ił cilkstásqt̓ ntqʷsncutm klkilxs uł np̓uxʷmsəlx uł snkʷnim.                                                                                         
All of the sudden five skies slapped her hands together and blew 
into them and sang.                                                                                           

• cus, spiʔqáłqtət xm̌inkm tə‿xə̌w̓aw̓səlx, xľitn iʔ‿syuxʷmus, əcxʷuy 
tə‿sktm̓tam̓t uł smiʔnáp x̫̌ rapp cx̓ǐł tə‿ca̓łts.                                                                                        
She said our berries need to dry, I have called the north wind, the 
clouds came and bullfrog shivered like he was cold.  

• cilkstásqt̓ kska̓mínca̓ʔnts uł snkʷnim.                                                                             
Five Skies started rubbing her shoulders and sang. 
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• way ̓iksk̫̓ áltmntxʷ naʔł iʔ‿xə̌yałnx̫̌ , isla̓́xť.                                                                     
I will warm you up with the sun, my friend.  

• cyaʕpəlx kl̓‿nx̫̌ əx̫̌ ʕʷús uł cilkstásqt̓ wikm iʔ‿xʷaʔxʷʔít iʔ‿sƛ̓aʔcínm 
ilíʔ, cus, kʷu‿kspulxtaʔx aláʔ, inxm̌ínk tə‿sƛ̓aʔíłca̓ʔ.                                                                                          
They soon arrived at Hellgate rapids and five skies saw many deer 
there, she and said we will camp here, I hunger for deer meat.  

• way ̓kn ʔawspxm̌íxaʔx iʔ‿l‿xľap, naxm̌ł kl̓axʷ kn ksʔíłnaʔx 
tə‿spiʔqáłq.                                                                                               
I will go hunting in the morning, but tonight I will eat berries. 

• way ̓xǎst nkʷkʷʔac sla̓xť. xľap cilkstásqt̓ ʔawspixm̌, cpuls̓ts musalqʷ 
pwalxkn naʔł ckʷinks tə‿k̫̓ ull̓ ̓tl‿̓síyaʔ.                                                                                             
Good night partner. The next day five skies went hunting, she killed 
a four point buck with her bow made from service tree.  

• sksaq̫̓ ms iʔ‿pwalxkn naʔł n̓in̓km̓ns tə‿k̫̓ ull̓m̓ tl‿̓snikłci̓m uł n̓iki̓́łca̓ʔ 
uł cqʔíłca̓ʔ, nixʷ  p̓ux̌ʷ klxkilx uł sk̫̓ alt cniw̓t tə‿knxits.                                                                                       
She skinned the buck with her knife made of elk bone and cut up 
the meat to dry it, again she blew in her hand and rubbed her 
shoulder and a warm wind blew to help dry the meat.  

• cpulxəlx ilíʔ kl̓‿kaʔłásq̓t uł kaʔłís nkʷkʷʔac.                                                            
They camped there for three days and nights.  
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• smiʔnáp caʕʷlx l‿tk̫̓ tíx̫̌ aʔt uł ciqʷm iʔ‿cłax̫̌  l‿sƛ̓uka̓́ʕlaʔxʷ uł ʔitxəx.                                                                                       
Bullfrog swam in a pond and dug a hole in the mud and slept.  

• cʔuclməlx iʔ‿łkʷkʷʔast nixʷ.                                                                                        
They traveled by canoe again in the morning. 

• kicísəlx nx̫̌ nitkʷ uł iʔ‿qʷqʷłin̓ulwm kłcłax̫̌ s.                                                           
They hit fast water and the canoe had a hole in it. 

• ncw̓qitkʷntsəlx iʔ‿ƛ̓ʔiʔ  kl̓‿yaʔcín l‿nkk̓ə̓m̓cin                                                                                    
they pulled the birch canoe to the beach of the mouth of the Sanpoil,  

• cilkstásqt̓ ncs̓aps iʔ‿ƛ̓ʔiʔ uł cus xm̌inkn laʔ‿nq̫̓ łtsqáxǎʔtn, sʔiłntət                                            
Five skies unloaded the canoe and said I need a horse to pack our food,  

• sklmxqínms  maʔmínxnmnts uł nk̫̓ ulc̓nm q̫̓ ʕayílxʷ,                                                  
she sang a love song while she rubbed her feet and the skies grew dark,  

• wikʷmísts l‿skʷkʷw̓iłp uł txǐlps tə‿cxʷuys.                                                                                  
she hid in the rose bushes and a gray horse came to her. 

• cilkstásqt̓ tə̓‿k̫̓ ull̓s̓ nʕacsqáxǎʔtn l‿pwlxkníca̓ʔ,  q̓ʷłtlscut l‿nq̫̓ łtsqáxǎʔtn                                                                                        
Five Skies made a bridle out of buckskin; she loaded the pack of food 
on the horse.  
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• tk̫̓ tk̫̓ útəlx ntx̫̌ x̫̌ qin, cilksta ́sqt̓ ʔamnsqáxǎʔm uł smíʔnap ʔiłs xə̌xm̌ał.                                                                                                
They traveled until noon, Five Stars fed the horse grass and bullfrog ate 
flies.  

• cilksta ́sqt̓ lut ksʔiłn nqltusm uł nkʷnim łə‿stxtxám                                                            
Five Stars did not eat she walked to the top of the mountain and sang 
while she combed her hair, 

• skʷmkʷimcxn iʔ‿stkm̓asq̓t.                                                                                         
the sky had a rainbow in it.  

• sax̫̌ ts uł łacqs iʔ snkłca̓ʔsqáxǎʔ uł n̓klxusnts uł cus kʷ‿                                                
She walked down the hill and pats the horse and hugged her and said 
you will  

• ksk̫̓ ul ̓iʔ‿qə̓qi̓ʔík n̓ín̓w ̓iʔs ksłiʔálxʷ.                                                                       
have a colt later in life a paint colt.  

• axáʔ iksxʷicə̓c,̓ kʷu‿knxitxʷ                                                                                  
This is my gift to you, for your help.  

• iʔ‿kwap qaqclx, łxʷuy smíʔnap uł cut xľap way ̓kn łxʷúyaʔx                              
The horse trotted off, she went to bullfrog and said tomorrow I will go 
back  

• kl̓‿ isnqsílt                                                                                                                         
with my people. 

• naxm̌ł lut t‿̓aksknánaqs łə‿ kn xʷuy                                                                          
But you will not be alone when I leave.  
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• ksxľpínaʔ q ̓iłtəlx ilíʔ sp̓uƛ̓nt, lut lkʷut wikʷsəlx iʔ‿sm̓úm̓cxn̓               
The next morning they awoke there was fog, not far away they saw 
the mare  

• cniłc kłq̓əq̓ʔík tkm̓łniw̓tntm.                                                                                          
she had a paint colt standing beside her.  

• smiʔnáp łq̓ilx uł kʷm̓ił nixlm̓s iʔ‿snkʷancínms                                                                      
Bullfrog laid on his back and all of the sudden he could hear 
singing, 

• naxm̌ł cilkstásq̓t ka̓wcn.                                                                                          
but Five Skies was silent. 

• ʔac̓x ̌kl̓‿swtimtk uł cwiks lut stim̓,                                                                          
He looked to the south and saw nothing,  

• ʔac̓x ̌kl̓‿iʔ‿sk̫̓ ƛ̓p̓tan uł lut cwiks lut stim̓ uł ʔac̓x ̌kl̓ iʔ‿ nʔiƛt ̓k uł 
iʔ‿sqlt̓mixʷ                                                                                     
the looked to the east and saw nothing and he looked to the north 
and a man  
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• ksnkʷancínms łaʔ‿spuʔúsminn.                                                                                           
was singing while he rubbed his heart. 

• cilkstásq̓t cqʷlqʷiltx tə‿smiʔnáp, łə‿kyica̓́sq̓t n̓ín̓w̓iʔs kn k̓aw, axáʔ 
iksxǐ́lwíʔ                                                                                           
Five Skies spoke to bullfrog; when the skies clear I will be gone, this 
will be my husband 

• uł snqsilts əcxʷúyəlx, cunstsn lut kʷ‿iksłwisnm kʷ‿knánaqs,                                                             
and his people will be coming,   I told you I would not leave you 
alone,  

• ʔacn̓t kl̓‿sk̫̓ ƛ̓ptan ikl̓íʔ nx̫̌ ntkʷitkʷ.                                                                           
look to the east in the direction of the Columbia River. 

• stim̓ asyʕapcín  akswi ́km                                                                                                     
What you wish for you will see, 

• smiʔnáp sʔacx̓ ̌kl̓‿sk̫̓ ƛ̓p̓tan kʷm̓ił,                                                                                 
bullfrog looked to the east all of the sudden, 

• wiks iʔ‿sla̓xť qaqxʷlx cnkr̓am tə‿xʷuys.                                                                                         
he saw his friend trout swimming towards him.  
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• smiʔnáp ʔacs̓qncút kl̓‿cilkstásq̓t uł cus                                                                            
Bullfrog looked back at five skies and she said, 

• lut akspaʔpaʔsílx isla̓́xť n̓ín̓w̓iʔs kʷ‿wikntxʷ łə‿ksxľpínaʔ                                               
don’t worry my friend you will see me when the sun comes up  

• uł łə‿kl̓axʷ                                                                                                                  
and when the sun goes down.  

• smiʔnáp sʔukʷts uł ʔacs̓qncút uł ti̓‿ka̓w                                                              
Bullfrog crawled away and he looked back and she was gone,  

• naxm̌ł nixlm̓s nkʷancínm iʔ‿l‿lkʷu…..t                                                                               
but he could hear her singing in the distance, 

• iʔ‿l‿spuʔúsc əcmistís łə‿nunxʷínaʔmntxʷ,                                                                          
in his heart he knew that if you believe  

• itíʔ xǐlm.                                                                                                                    
it, it will happen.  
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• cʔukʷt smiʔnáp kl̓‿iʔ‿nx̌ʷntkʷitkʷ tə‿ wikm 
tə‿sla̓xť qaqxʷlx.                                                 
Bullfrog crawled to the river to see his old 
friend trout. 

• m̓ylłimnəlx l‿tkwmaqs xʷaʔásqt̓,                 
They visited along the shore for many days, 

• cut qaqxʷlx, way ̓kn nyx̌ʷpils ixíʔ kn 
łwinmtxʷ isla̓́xť, naxm̌ł kn łəłwinmntxʷ                
Trout said, I am sad that I left you my friend, 
but I will leave you again. 

• taʔxʷscmrmmrím uł kʷu‿łəłxʷuy kl̓‿iʔ‿ki̓wlx 
tmxʷúIaʔxʷ.                                                             
have gained a wife and we will travel back to 
the old country, 

• lut tə̓‿wikntxʷ tl̓‿ʕapnáʔ.                                                                     
I will not see you forever from this day on. 
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• naxm̌ł nsuxʷn l‿aspuʔús ixíʔ lut iksnłíptmn 
lə̓xťíw̓sntm.                                                        
But know in your heart that I will never 
forget our friendship. 

• łnis qaqxʷlx, kaʔwílx kra̓m.                    
Trout left, swimming upstream.  

• smiʔnáp kłpłpáʕłəłs.                                
Bullfrog had tears coming out of his eyes. 

• way ̓kn knánaqs ʕapnáʔ, naxm̌ł kn 
ksxʷúyxaʔx kl̓‿nspilm tmxʷúlaʔxʷ.                                       
I am alone now, but I will continue my 
journey to the Nespelem country. 

• cʔukʷt ta̓q̓masqt̓ smiʔnáp kicx l‿npʷilxtn,               
It took Bullfrog six days to crawl to the 
Sanpoil peoples campsite, 
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• kmax smiʔnáp cʔuk̫̓ t l‿tmxʷúlaʔxʷ, łə‿ kskra̓m,                                                   
Bullfrog could only crawl on the ground, when he tried to 
swim, 

• kmax kra̓mlwísc.                                                                      
he would only go in circles. 

• smiʔnáp əcʔayx̫̌ t cmistísəs əca̓łt,                                     
Bullfrog started getting tired he knew it was getting cold, 

• səp̓sípiʔxns tmaxʷ, xʷtlscutxn uł ci̓qʷməlx.                              
his moccasins were worn out, he took them off and buried 
them. 

• mínaʔ kaʔkícn nʔíliʔtn kl̓‿ƛ̓qntimnm kl̓‿sʔistkʷ kl̓‿sʔitxx.                                                                             
I must find me a place to dig me a hole for winter to sleep. 

• łə‿kn qiłəłt kn‿ksisplk spinkt.                                                      
When I awake I will be seven years old. 

• kmárn̓aʔm l‿łaʔmcnítkʷ, ʔitxx yaʕt sʔistk.                                     
He dug a hole along the shore and crawled in and went to 
sleep for the winter. 
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