
smiʔnáp ƛ̓aʔƛ̓aʔntís qaqxʷlx                                                                                                           
Bullfrog looks for Trout 

Story 3 
This story is property of ©CCT Language 

Program and Okanogan Language 
Program Credits Aaron Carden, Elaine 
Emerson, Michele Seymour and Kenny 

Condon 

1 



• əcxʷúy sqipc, nmʔal iʔ‿sxʷuynts. smiʔnáp 
xʷpaxňm ixíʔ nixʷ                                               
Spring came, the ice melted. Bullfrog 
stretched one arm then another, 

• nkra̓m kl̓aʔ‿nsq̓ʷút iʔ‿l ‿ti̓k̫̓ t, łə‿kskaʔkícəs 
iʔ‿sla̓xťs qáqxʷlx                                                                       
He swam across the lake, to find his friend 
Trout. 

• smiʔnáp cut, lut kaʔkícn qáqxʷlx, lut kn 
ay̓ʔay̓ʔás                                                                        
Bullfrog said, I cannot find Trout, I will 
not be so dumb 
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• əksiw̓n ntytyíx ka̓ʔkín cniłc                             
I will ask salmon where he is? 

• smiʔnáp ccaʕʷlx tk ̓ika̓́ʔt cəcwíxaʔ łaʔ‿csp̓um 
iʔ‿ntytyíx,                                                 
Bullfrog swam to the closest creek where 
Salmon had come to spawn, 

• smiʔnáp cut, ntytyíx ha wikntxʷ isla̓́xť 
qaqxʷlx                                                                
Bullfrog said, Salmon have you seen my 
friend Trout? 

• xəsəsnún, uł xm̌ínkn ikskaʔkícm, ntytyix cut,                                                                   
I miss him, and I want to find him. salmon 
said, 
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• lut aʔ‿ksʕaymt smiʔnáp, asla̓́xť əcmri̓m 
kl̓‿skə̓lwís uł                                                                  
Don’t be mad Bullfrog, your friend got 
married to Dog Salmon and  

• sxʷúysəlx kl̓‿saʔtítkʷ. kʷu‿cus nputls̓ naʔł 
nax̫̌ nəx̫̌ s                                                             
they went to the river. He told me he was 
satisfied with his wife 

• uł kʷu‿ cus, n̓ín̓w̓iʔs xəsəsnúnts. lut 
nunxʷínaʔs smiʔnáp, isla̓́xť                                                  
and he told me, he will miss you. Bullfrog 
could not believe it, my friend  
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• əcmri̓m. səck̓inx lut kł̓ʔim kiʔ kn qiłt. 
xm̌ínkn  iksq ̓ʷymncút uł nkʷancínm                 
łə‿cmri̓ms.                                                 
got married. Why didn’t he wait until I 
woke up?. I wanted to dance and sing at 
his wedding. 

• nstils̓ smiʔnáp, ahhh n̓ín̓w̓iʔs  kaʔkícn 
qaqxʷlx uł n̓ín̓w̓iʔs pu ́tiʔ niʕi̓́p kʷu‿lə̓xťíw̓s.                                         
Bullfrog thought, ahhh I will find Trout 
and we will still be friends forever. 

• smiʔnáp suk̫̓ t kl̓‿saʔtítkʷ, sx̫̌ nitkʷ.                                                                                
Bullfrog swam downstream to the river, it 
was fast water. 
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• nkʷict smiʔnáp uł x ̌ʷuptwílx, cut myał kn 
k̫̓ k̫̓ yúmaʔ̓,                                                          
Bullfrog swam up the river and felt weak, he said, 
I am to small,  

• kn ksnʔax̫̌ cínaʔx.  wiks iʔ‿ca̓ʔknílxʷ kn̓n̓úslx c ̓xǐł 
tə‿sk̓ʷk̓ʷrínaʔ, lətkʷúʔ                                            
I must swim down river. he saw different animals 
like clam, otter,  

• k̫̓ sixʷ uł sqilxʷ. tqnmús smiʔnáp, nkw̓pils̓ms 
iʔ‿sla̓xťs.                                                                           
goose and humans. Bullfrog didn’t care, he was 
lonely for his friend. 

• skra̓m xľ ʔaslskaʕcíws, uł lut ƛ̓lap tə‿ ksqʷlqʷilts 
swit.                                                                          
he swam for two weeks, and didn’t stop to talk 
with anyone. 
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• smiʔnáp nqʷaʕʷqn, kmix ikl̓íʔ iʔ‿ntqiw̓s           
iʔ‿ l‿ saʔtítkʷ.                                                 
Bullfrog was going crazy, all the sudden 
there was a dam on the river. 

• smiʔnáp cut, way ̓kn ƛ̓lap uł kn ʔiłn           
tə‿ cʕ̓an̓cn̓ uł sars̓ár ̓iʔ‿l‿ yaʕcín.                                         
Bullfrog said, I will stop and eat some 
grasshoppers and crickets on the bank. 

• n̓ín̓w̓iʔs kn łaxʷíski̓t, ʕapnáʔ kn tki̓wlx axáʔ 
laʔ‿ ntqiw̓s. ʔiłn uł ʔitx.                                                                
I will rest later, now I will climb over this 
dam. He ate and went to sleep. 

• kmix anwísəs, iʔ‿sqilxʷ kilx tkntís iʔ‿sqiltks                                                                    
all the sudden he felt something, a human 
had touched his body  
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• smiʔnáp switmísts łaʔ‿ksłt̓pmncúts, naxm̌ł 
iʔ‿sqilxʷ kʷn̓nuntm uł tkʷnkʷinms.                                  
Bullfrog tried his best to jump away, but 
the human caught him by his leg and held 
onto him. 

• axáʔ iʔ‿tətw̓ít, cus, way ̓kʷ‿iksʔúm̓ askʷíst 
kərmít. smiʔnáp                                                               
it was a boy, he said, I’m going to name 
you Kermit. Bullfrog  

• lut tə̓‿nsúxʷnaʔs iʔ‿tətw̓ít, aʔ‿sámaʔcn                                                                                 
could not understand the boy, because it 
was the Whiteman’s language. 
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• ałíʔ smiʔnáp cmistís iʔ‿nslxcin. iʔ‿ tətw̓ít 
cut                                                                          
Because Bullfrog could understand the 
nslxcin language. The boy said, 

• iskʷíst Todd, kʷu ‿xʷuy kl̓‿ incítxʷ, ałíʔ 
kʷ‿inxm̌ínk                                                                    
my name is Todd, we will go home, 
because I like you. 

• smiʔnáp xʷrr̓a̓k, nstils̓ iʔ‿tətw̓ít  ksumíx łə‿ 
kskw̓̓pmintm                                                         
Bullfrog croaked, he thought this boy has 
powers to make him stop talking. 
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• iʔ‿tətw̓ít kʔ̓mtíw̓s naʔł smiʔnáp kl̓‿tawn                                                                                    
the boy rode his horse with Bullfrog into 
town. 

• lut pn̓kin wiks iʔ‿kəwáp smiʔnáp, iʔ‿  xwił, 
stałm, uł xʷʔit iʔ‿ctcitxʷ, kʷil, qʷʕay, qʷin,                                 
Bullfrog had never seen a horse, a road, a 
boat, and many houses, red, blue, green,  

• yaʕt piq, kʷri̓ʔ, yus uł piq, miskʷri̓́ʔ iwá 
paʕpáʕ ctcitxʷ                                                                            
all white, yellow, purple and white, 
orange, even gray houses.  
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• ikl̓íʔ suyapí sqilxʷ, q̓ʷʕay sqilxʷ, caní 
sqilxʷ, uł spayúl ̓sqilxʷ.                                              
There was White people, Black people, 
Chinese people, and Spanish people.      

• ti̓́xʷlməlx nqilxʷcn, smiʔnáp                          
lut tə̓‿ nsúxʷnaʔ, stim̓ scútəlx                                                          
Their language was different, Bullfrog 
could not understand what they said. 

• iʔ‿stk̫̓ ƛ̓k̫̓ ƛ̓ústəns p̓isƛ̓áʔt, əcpla̓l ̓
iʔ‿syupsc, cmistís ksłux̫̌ pmíxaʔx                                                    
His eyes got big, he started to grow a tail, 
he knew he had to escape. 
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• mat, xm̌ínksəlx kʷu‿ksʔíłnmsəlx, nstils̓ 
smiʔnáp                                                                                  
maybe,Bullfrog thought, they want to eat 
me. 

• lut inxm̌ínk  ikskaʔkícm isla̓xť lut, kəm̓ mat 
ałʔíłsəlx                                                                                 
I don’t want to find my friend no more, they 
must have ate him. 

• yáʕpəlx kl̓‿iʔ‿tətw̓it iʔ‿cítxʷs, iʔ‿tətw̓ít 
kłncʔipm                                                                                        
they arrived to the boys house, the boy 
knocked on the door,   

• sk̫̓ uys cut, a…nʔúłxʷəxʷ                                                                                                                            
his mom said, come in 
 12 



• iʔ‿tətw̓ít nlipx̫̌ m iʔ‿l‿citxʷ, iʔ‿tətw̓ít 
cuntm iʔ‿tə‿sk̫̓ uys, kʷ‿caʕʷlxəx                                                           
the boy entered the house, the boys mom 
told him, you go bathe. 

• kʷ‿qya̓xʷ, cx̓ǐł iʔ‿sƛ̓uwka̓́ʕlaʔxʷ,                      
kʷ‿kłʔayslscút                                                                                     
you stink, like mud, change your clothes. 

• iʔ‿tətwít caʕʷlx tə‿sqs̓apíʔ, smiʔnáp wiks 
t ̓ixʷlm iʔ‿sútən, łə‿ wiks snkłmutn, 
snkłʔiłntn                                             
The boy bathed for a long time, Bullfrog 
saw different things, he saw a table, chair,  
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• sny̓aya̓́xʔ̌tn, sx̌aʕl, uł kəkwápaʔ. lut wiks iʔ‿ 
pus, əcʕ̓ács̓tm                                          
Television, light, and a dog. He didn’t see the 
cat, it was staring at him, 

• smiʔnáp ncp̓ci̓psm, lut iʔ ‿xm̌inks łə‿ wiks iʔ‿ 
lut stim̓                                                                 
Bullfrog shut his eyes, he didn’t want to see 
anything else. 

• swit kł̓ncaʔípm, iʔ‿tətwít sk̫̓ uys cut, swit ixíʔ                                                                    
someone knocked on the door, the boy’s 
mother said, who is it 

• iʔ‿nqilxʷcn smiʔnáp nsúxʷnaʔs,                  
way ̓incá kn ka̓wíca̓ʔ                                                            
language bullfrog could understand,  it’s me  
missing robe. 
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• cnʔułxʷəxʷ cut sk̫̓ uys, ccaʕʷlx Todd, kʷ‿ 
łəłxʷuy kl̓‿ancítxʷ                                                      
come in said the mother, Todd is bathing 
right now, you need to go back home,  

• kmix wiks iʔ‿smiʔnáp, siws ka̓wíca̓ʔ, uc 
ckʷint iʔ‿                                                                        
all of the sudden the she saw bull frog, 
she asked missing robe, will you take  

• ixíʔ smiʔnáp ka̓wíca̓ʔ cut, way. ̓ kíwaʔ 
ckʷntis iʔ‿smiʔnáp tkm̓kn̓iłxʷ                                           
that bullfrog with youʔ missing robe said. 
yes, he took bull frog outside. 
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• uł ka̓wíca̓ʔ cut, smiʔnáp lut aláʔ 
antmxʷúlaʔxʷ, kʷ‿mut ki̓ʔk̓at iʔ‿siwłkʷ                                                    
and missing robe said, to bullfrog this is 
not your land, you live near the water. 

• way ̓kʷ‿ikłtk̓ʷntim kl̓‿siwłkʷ.                                                                                                                
I will take you back to the water.  
 
 

• łwnikstmntm ka̓wíca̓ʔ, kʷ‿xʷuy skra̓m cus, 
k̫̓ iƛ̓t mat łłtp̓núntsəlx                                                            
missing robe, let bullfrog go, swim away 
he said, or you will be captured by others,  
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• kʷ‿xʷuy kl̓‿ancítxʷ. smiʔnáp k ̓łmypnwíłn 
iʔ‿tmxʷúlaʔxʷs k̫̓ k̫̓ əyúmaʔ uł axáʔ 
sílxʷaʔ tmxʷúlaʔxʷ                                                                                                                         
you go home. Bullfrog was learning that 
his world was small and this world was 
large. 

• smiʔnáp cut, way ̓kn ksxʷylwísaʔx yaʕya ́ʕt 
iʔ‿l‿tmxʷúlaʔxʷ, inxm̌ínk łə‿ikswíkm 
yaʕyáʕt stim̓                                                               
Bullfrog said, I must see the whole world 
now, I want to see everything. 

•  way ̓kn łəłxʷuy kl̓‿intmxʷúlaʔxʷ n̓ín̓w̓iʔs                                                                                   
I will return home later. 
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• Vocabulary 
• sqipc - spring time 
• kl̓a‿nsq̓ʷút - across the other side 
• kaʔkíc - find 
• ka̓ʔkín - where 
• xm̌ink  - like love or want 
• ʕaymt - mad, angry 
• nputls̓ - satisfied 
• x̫̌ upt  - weak 
• nkw̓pils̓ - lonely 
• ntqiw̓s - Dam (over the water dam) 
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